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Farms in Indonesia mistreated civets. 

LOCAL CAFES STOP SELLING KOPI LUWAK 

Reported by WONG K. Y.  

(Translated by Carol Chia and Chloe Tan) 

After the the plight of caged civets in farms producing ‘natural’ kopi luwak (civet poop coffee) 
was uncovered on international media, local cafes have decided to stop the sales of kopi luwak.  

According to sources, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA Asia) sent 
investigators to visit many of the civet farms and villages in Indonesia and Philippines. They 
discovered that in order to produce the kopi luwak, these farmers kept the civets in empty but 
filthy cages.  

The investigation team caught these on tapes and spread the news, hoping to stop these acts of 
animal cruelty. It also urged members of the public to voice their concerns if they come across 
stores or cafes selling kopi luwak. 

Our reporter contacted Cui Qian Ping, the spokesperson of PETA Asia who said that the 
investigation team had been investigating for almost five to six months since April this year 
before getting concrete evidence about the mistreatment of civets to produce kopi luwak.  

She also mentioned that the team had also sent emails and mailers to cafes and companies in 
Singapore, hoping to gain support in stopping the sales of kopi luwak.  

According to the information at hand, Owl Café and 10 Scotts at Grand Hyatt Hotel as well as 
some other coffee establishments have stopped selling kopi luwak. 

The spokesperson of Grand Hyatt said that after receiving insider’s news about the cruelty, all 
the cafes in the hotel have already stopped the sales of kopi luwak. He also added that Grand 
Hyatt values sustainability and will ensure food responsibility. Hence after discussion from the 
management, they have already decided to remove kopi luwak from their menu.  

Our reporter had also contacted Owl Café and their person-in-charge explained that the kopi 
luwak they are selling comes from a stable and natural supply. He also mentioned that Owl Café 
has a certification to prove this source. However, after discussion from the management, they 
have also decided to stop the sales of kopi luwak.  

 


